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For more information about the Comprehensive Enforcement 
Program, go to www.njcourts.gov and search for 

Comprehensive Enforcement Program. 

NEW JERSEY PROBATION: ROLE IN ABILITY TO PAY DETERMINATIONS  

Facilitating Client Conformance to Legal Financial Obligations
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✓ Since its inception in New Jersey, Probation has been charged 
by statute with the responsibility of collecting court-imposed 
financial obligations on criminal matters (N.J.S.A. 2A:168-11).

Historical Facts about New Jersey Probation
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Roles of Probation Officers
Probation Officers work to facilitate their client’s conformance to financial orders, which consist of:
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What is the Comprehensive Enforcement Program?



Ability to Pay Calculator Objective:

• Strengthen evidence-based principles in our ability to 
pay assessments and determinations.

• Ensure fairness throughout the hearing process.

• Ensure interventions do not punish or perpetuate 
undue hardship.

• Eliminate subjective payment plan determinations.

• Aid in establishing reasonable payment schedules.

• Provide alternatives for those with limited ability to 
pay. 
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Ability to Pay Calculator: Example of Prototype
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KEY COMPONENTS

Items found in the application for a public 

defender (e.g., income, expenses and liabilities) 

and the levels of poverty compared to 

household size as found in the Federal Poverty 

Guidelines. 
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Alternatives 
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Client’s Income is Above Federal Poverty Level for 2024

KEY COMPONENTS (Continue)

✓ New monthly payment plan 

and start date

✓ Total number of payments 

remaining to satisfy the 

financial obligation

✓ Financial summary

✓ Historical record of payment 

plan calculation  
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KEY COMPONENTS (Continue)
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For those individuals with a limited ability to pay, the CEP hearing officers may: 

✓ make referrals to educational and employment readiness resources; 

✓ Pause plan payment start dates and relist matters for reassessment of a 

client’s financial circumstance;

✓ reduce or vacate non-mandatory penalties (ex. supervision fees); and

✓ apply reformative credit 

Alternatives 

Note: A hearing officer’s findings and recommendations must be reviewed and signed by a Superior Court Judge 

before it becomes an official order of the court.



CENTRAL OFFICE OF PROBATION SERVICES www.njcourts.gov

✓ Data is stored in a database that allows users to examine previously generated 

results to aid in identifying and prioritizing areas of individualized needs (e.g., 

education, employment, housing, etc.). 

✓ The data is also used to gather a deeper understanding of the barriers or 

limitations that may impact their ability to pay. 

DATA REPORTS
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Example of Data Utilization
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Example of Data Utilization
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Example of Data Utilization
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Example of Data Utilization
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Example of Data Utilization



Structuring Optimal 
Financial Planning 

Identifying 
& 

Prioritizing 
Individualized Areas of 

Need 

Designing 
Action Plan to 
Reach Goals

Client-Focused Solutions

Helping clients achieve better outcomes in 
all areas of supervision, including but not 

limited to the financial aspect.

Expanded Data Utilization 
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End users have been actively utilizing the 

Ability to Pay Calculator and providing 

feedback on their experience. Their use and 

review of the tool has been invaluable in 

reporting: 

✓ workflow constraints 

✓ validating concepts

✓ improving usability

Their findings as well as other critical 

requirements are continuously being 

reported to our system developers. 

Continual Quality Improvements
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